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Dear Kaiser Families, 
 
 This week all students in grades 2-5 will complete a progress test in both English/Language Arts 
and Math. There are four such progress tests during the school year, which is fewer than last year. They 
take about an hour each. The progress tests provide teachers with information about how students are doing 
in those areas, and give our district information about how our school is doing. Your child’s teacher will be 
sending home the scores next week. The scores are somewhat a predictor of performance on the California 
Standardized Test which will be happening at the end of April or early May. 
 
 The progress tests look at the concepts which were taught throughout the second trimester. They are 
not cumulative since the beginning of the year. If you have concerns about these scores, or your child’s 
performance, you can set up a conference for March 18 or 19. Those will be two minimum days providing 
some time for the teachers and parents to meet to talk about student progress. Those two days are not 
enough to see everyone, and that is not our goal as it is in the fall. At this time we are looking to have 
conversations with those who have new topics to discuss. If you and your child’s teacher “are on the same 
page” about your child’s progress, there is no need to have a conference. 
 
 Speaking of testing, at our School Site Council meeting last week I was sharing about how well our 
African American students did last year on the CST. I had received a call from Evelyn Fortune who is 
starting a charter school in San Bernardino for African American kids. She wanted to know what we were 
doing for that group to help them perform so well. I told her that our students know that school is for 
learning, our teachers monitor every student, our parents follow through with homework support and 
connecting with our school—all of which work together to produce high performance in most of our 
children. She told me that we are 13th in the state overall for elementary school African American 
performance, and top in Alameda County for math performance.  I thought I had already told our 
community about it, but the Site Council said that I should share the good news! 
 
 This Friday, February 26, at 6:30, our community will celebrate Black History Month with one of 
our potlucks. If it’s anything like previous years, there will be fried chicken, mac ’n’ cheese and lots of 
other good food! And there will be good company too! Mr. Neat’s class will put on a play and we’ll all 
have lots of fun. This is an opportunity to have our kids learn that we all share in everyone’s history, that 
there isn’t a history for one group and another history for another group. Let’s come together to celebrate 
our history. 
 
 
 
Mel Stenger, Principal  
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Getting In The Know 
 
 KAISER CALENDAR   

DATE / DAY EVENT 

Feb. 23 African American 
Assembly 

Feb. 24 PTA Board Meeting, 6:30

Feb. 25 Sign-up deadline for 
Cream of the Crop  

Feb. 26 African American 
Potluck, 6:30 

Mar. 3 General PTA Meeting, 
6:30 

Mar. 12 Report Card Period Ends 
Minimum Day 

Mar. 17 SSC Meeting, 4:00 

Mar. 18-19 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

Minimum Days 
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How to Reach Kaiser School
Our phone number is (510) 549-4900 
(includes a 24-hour message service). 

 
To participate in the school community group,  

go to (and join) this website: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
kaiserelementaryschool_group/ How to be in the Pink Panther 

To include your story or information in your school 
newsletter: forward your news, questions, or article to 
both of the editors by 5 p.m. on Sundays via e-mail: 
 

carriemail2001@yahoo.com – Carrie Shepherd 
jolie@earthlink.net – Jolie McRae 

 
Please put “Pink Panther” in the subject of your email 
to ensure that it is not deleted accidentally! 

The Pink Panther is also available at
www.KaiserElementary.org. 

 
The online Pink Panther includes 

information from our Wellness 
Committee 

Pink Panther’s PTA Sponsors 
PTA President: Kimberlee White 
 
Pink Panther Staff 
Co-editors: Jolie McRae & Carrie Shepherd
Copy editor: Wendy Harcarik 

The School Site Council happily welcomed its 
newest member, Latarus James, last 
Wednesday. The SSC monitors the school 
programs and progress in general. We 
previewed the site plan and budget for next 
year. After we talked about budget cuts, we 
were comforted in knowing that our PTA will 
step in to support our school. Yay, team!  
 

UNIQUE DERIQUE TO PERFORM ON TUESDAY 
 
This week we will have an assembly on Tuesday, 
February 23, with Unique Derique to celebrate Black 
History Month.  
 
Derique will educate our children about the history of 
hambone and clowning. The first assembly is for grades 
K-2 at 9 A.M. The second assembly is for grades 3-5 at 
10 A.M. 
 
We have monthly assemblies sponsored by our PTA and 
arranged by Lori Admokom. Thanks, PTA! Thanks, Lori! 
 



Kaiser Kiosk 
 

Come see your fellow classmate Sage perform! 
 

 
Saturdays at 7 p.m.; Sundays at 2 p.m.  

March 13–28, 2010 
  
at:  
Kinetic Arts Center 
785 7th Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 
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Phone/Fax: 510-444-4800 
Email: info@kineticartscenter.com 



Kaiser Kiosk 
 
 CREAM OF THE CROP PRODUCE FUNDRAISER 

SIGN-UP DEADLINE EXTENDED TO THURSDAY 
 
 

 
Remember to sign up this week for the Cream of the Crop produce delivery 
service. The first 100 to sign up by 6 p.m. today will receive one free 
delivery. This is our first spring fundraiser, and will support Kaiser’s 
intervention, art and gardening education and emergency preparedness. Make 
the healthy choice!  
 

YARD SALE DONATIONS SOUGHT FOR THE  
REDWOOD HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY ANNUAL SALE 
 

Redwood Heights Elementary School is seeking donations for its annual yard sale. 
Donations are tax deductible and greatly appreciated! Proceeds from the yard sale 
help fund the school’s early mental health program (HUGS - Helping Us Grow 
Stronger), which helps students deal with issues related to death, divorce, social 
and peer issues, illness, self esteem and academics, just to name a few.  
   
Drop Off Hours: 
3/3     8:30-10:30 A.M., 1-4 P.M. 
3/4     8:30-10:30 A.M., 3-4 P.M. 
3/5     8:30-10:30 A.M., 3-4 P.M. 
 
We would be happy to take these items off your hands: 
Bikes, books, toys, sports equipment, furniture, household goods, lamps, rugs, CDs, 
linen, baby stuff, jewelry, gently worn clothing, instruments, tools, videos and 
anything else you don't want. 
 
We're UNABLE to accept: 
Mattresses, cribs, bed frames, unassembled furniture, computers, stained, ripped or 
dirty clothing and big exercise equipment. If the items are unusable, the school is 
responsible for its disposal.  
 
If you have questions please contact Lucretia Whitmore-Govers at 510-919-7013.  
 
P.S. Please feel free to stop by the sale on Saturday, March 7, from 8 am to 2 pm.  
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The LAST DAY to participate in this fundraiser has been extended to 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 – DON’T MISS OUT! SIGN UP TODAY ! 
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