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Getting In The Know








Getting In The Know

Sign Up Now for Spring Little League Baseball
Through North Oakland/South Oakland Little League!!!

Registration is now open for spring baseball—a chance for kids to learn teamwork, build skills, and have fun! 

North Oakland and South Oakland Little League (NOLL/SOLL) provides baseball to boys and girls ages 5 through 18 from Berkeley (south of Virginia), Oakland, Piedmont, and Emeryville.
Depending on age, teams are formed in January or February for a season that runs through early June. The organization is 100% volunteer run, with families handling everything from coaching to field prep to umpiring. Scholarships are available for families in need of assistance.
Full details and online registration are available at http://www.nollsoll.com or email info@nollsoll.com with questions.
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Getting In The Know

Shop for the Holidays at Pendragon Books December 1-6

and Help Our School!

Pendragon Books, which supplied our fall book fair with an amazing selection of reading material, has extended its generosity again. From Tuesday, December 1, through Sunday, December 6, Kaiser will receive 15% of all sales from people who identify themselves as members of our Kaiser community.  Proceeds will go directly to our library/classroom book fund. 

With children’s books, art books, best sellers, sale books, used books, blank books, cards, and calendars, Pendragon is sure to have something for everyone on your holiday shopping list.  Even special orders and online purchases qualify for the Partnership Days program (just write “Kaiser Elementary” in the comments field).

Pendragon is located in Rockridge at 5560 College Avenue and online at www.pegasusbookstore.com. If you have questions about the Partnership Days, please email our Fall Book Fair Coordinator, Janice Grossman, at mwandjg@earthlink.net.


Kaiser Elementary School Wellness Council

Helping to Raise Healthy Children
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Looks like we survived Thanksgiving. Some of us enjoyed turkey, stuffing and yams. Some of us had tofurky. Doesn’t matter. Hopefully it was a day filled with fun and family. I bet some of us braved the 4 a.m. crowds to get out into stores on Black Friday. Good for us. The December holidays are a time of joy and celebration for many people. Please remember that many holidays are celebrated this month. This includes Christmas, Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Winter Solstice, Eid al Adha and Bodhi Day. Teach your children about other traditions to help them learn to respect and appreciate others' differences. 
This week let’s look at Chanukah.

The festival of Chanukah (also spelled Hanukkah) was established to commemorate the Jewish Maccabees' military victory over the Greek-Syrians and the rededication of the Second Temple, which had been desecrated by the Greek-Syrians, to the worship of God. Thus, Chanukah is a celebration of Jewish national survival and religious freedom. The eight-day celebration starts at sundown on Friday, December 11. The celebration includes good food, special games and the lighting each night of a menorah.
You can learn more by going to the library or reading on the Internet. Encourage your children to take an interest in other cultures.

Here is a recipe you might try to help celebrate the holiday. Have a delicious latke. Yummy.

Ingredients:

5 large potatoes, peeled 
1 large onion 
3 eggs 
1/3 cup flour 
1 tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. pepper 
¾ cup oil for frying

Use: 10-inch skillet 
Yields: 4 to 6 servings

Grate potatoes and onion on the fine side of a grater, or in a food processor; or put in a blender with a little water.

Strain grated potatoes and onion through a colander, pressing out excess water. Add eggs, flour, and seasoning. Mix well. 
Heat ½ cup oil in skillet. Lower flame and place 1 large tablespoon batter at a time into hot sizzling oil and fry on one side for approximately 5 minutes until golden brown. Turn over and fry on other side 2 to 3 minutes.

Remove from pan and place on paper towels to drain excess oil. Continue with remaining batter until used up, adding more oil when necessary. Serve with applesauce on the side.
December 6th to the 12th is National Handwashing Week.
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How to be in the Pink Panther


To include your story or information in your school newsletter: forward your news, questions, or article to both of the editors by 5 p.m. on Sundays via e-mail:





carriemail2001@yahoo.com – Carrie Shepherd


jolie@earthlink.net – Jolie McRae





Please put “Pink Panther” in the subject of your email to ensure that it is not deleted accidentally!














Dear Kaiser Families,





Welcome back after Thanksgiving! Welcome to the crazy three weeks before the winter holiday break! There’s a lot happening in these weeks as we wrap up our first trimester and get ready to move on to next year. The time at the year’s end is an opportunity for some reflection on gratitude, thinking about our accomplishments and taking joy in what makes Kaiser a wonderful learning community. If you do holiday cards, you might encourage your child to write an appreciation note, which is like a thank you note except that it’s not for a specific thing. It’s simply a note telling someone how much you appreciate them for what they do and how much they are part of your life. Imagine the delight and surprise upon receiving one of those!





I missed sending some gratitude out in my last newsletter and I hope it’s not too late. Our Benefit Auction team, headed by Leticia Avalos and Dora Pulido-Tobiassen, did a bang-up job and they all deserve a round of applause and many thanks. Of course, we appreciate you, our parents and guardians, who prepare your children so well and support the teachers in their efforts. Gratitude also goes out to our support staff who work behind the scenes to keep the processes of our school flowing: Miss Pearl, Mira Santos, Susanne Plunkett, Oscar Campos, and Robin Sasada. And much appreciation goes to all our school volunteers who directly help to support the school program. Accolades, acknowledgments, and indebtedness go to the faculty here at Kaiser School, who are the heart and soul of our school. Without all of these people working together, we could not have the program we provide our children.





Last week I observed the kids at our assembly from the San Francisco Opera Guild. Our children are very impressive in the way they behave, pay attention, and ask meaningful questions. It was a “wow” experience. We appreciate your children who come to school every day with hopeful faces and open minds. They work and play and give their all to grow and try to do their best. They pay attention and do their work and model for us cooperation, trust, and sharing. They bring us their best work time after time, hoping for approval and praise. They courageously face their mistakes and work on self-improvement. We adults would do well to take their example in many ways. What gifts they are!





As part of our efforts to teach our children deep values, especially in how to care for the less fortunate, there are a couple of programs happening here that can use your support. Our Girl Scouts are participating in a campaign called “One Warm Coat.” There is a collection box in the main hall for your donations of  hats, scarves, sweaters, or coats. You can get more information at � HYPERLINK "http://www.onewarmcoat.org" ��www.onewarmcoat.org�.  Secondly, Roxy Samuels, parent of a kindergartner and first grader, is spearheading our Operation Smile campaign (� HYPERLINK "http://www.operationsmile.org" ��www.operationsmile.org�). This is an organization that provides surgery to children in other countries to correct cleft palates. Roxy is passing out collection envelopes in the hope that we will be able to give a group of children the gift of a smile. What a wonderful thing that would be! 








Mel Stenger, Principal














KAISER CALENDAR� 


DATE / DAY�
EVENT�
�
Dec. 1-6�
Pendragon Partnership Days�
�
Dec. 2 �
Kindergarten Info. Night 6:30 p.m.�
�
Dec. 4�
Minimum day; dismissal at 1:25 p.m.�
�
Dec. 4�
Report card period ends�
�
Dec. 9�
Picture Retake Day          10:45-11:45 a.m.�
�
Dec. 9�
Winter Performance, Grades K-3    6:30 p.m.�
�
Dec. 17�
Winter Performance, Grades 4-5    6:30 p.m.�
�
Dec. 21 – Jan. 1�
Winter Break – Return to School Jan. 4�
�
Jan. 6�
Kindergarten Info. Night 6:30 p.m.�
�





















There will be an information meeting for kindergarten on Wednesday, December 3, and another on January 6, both at 6:30 p.m. Please tell friends and family to call the school if they are interested in a tour.





Parents of current Kaiser kids should contact the office as soon as possible to let us know if you have a sibling who will be attending our school next year. This will help save a place for them as we project our numbers for September.











Pink Panther’s PTA Sponsors


PTA President: Kimberlee White





Pink Panther Staff


Co-editors:	Jolie McRae & Carrie Shepherd


Copy editor:	Wendy Harcarik
































The Oakland holiday parade is this Saturday, Dec. 5th, at 2:00 p.m.


Look for the Kaiser Girl Scout troop and cheer them on. Hope to see you there!
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Girl Scout Coat Drive Continues This Week





 The One Warm Coat drive is on until December 11. Thank you to all who have already donated.  We are giving the coats to local schools that are in need. Please remember the coats do not have to be new. We are also accepting any warm clothing:


fleece jackets, sweatshirts, mittens, scarfs and hats. The Kaiser Girl Scout troops are sponsoring this drive.





 











EcoMetro Sales Begin Today





Order forms and EcoMetro Guides will be going home with students today.  Orders are due on Wednesday, December 16.






































The Pink Panther is also available at


www.KaiserElementary.org.





The online Pink Panther includes information from our Wellness Committee





Oakland Youth Chorus


 Holiday Chorus





Saturday, December 12, 7 p.m.


First Congregational Church of Oakland


2501 Harrison @ 27th Street





For tickets and more information


call OYC Box Office:� 510-287-9700 x110


Order online: www.oaklandyouthchorus.org








How to Reach Kaiser School


Our phone number is (510) 549-4900


(includes a 24-hour message service).





To participate in the school community group, 


go to (and join) this website: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/


kaiserelementaryschool_group/








Sally Foster Orders





Any discrepancies in orders, advise Moya Henderson, no later than December 4.  You can contact her at 510-303-5445 or mhenderson@insdra.com.
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